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hairs at the apex. The antennae are of moderate length, and
are bipectinate in the male. There is no proboscis. The moths
are nocturnal in habit, and are only to a slight extent attracted
to light.

Arbelids constitute a small family, and are found in the
tropical and sub-tropical regions of the Old World.

The eggs, which are oval and pale green in colour, are laid
singly on the bark of the food-plant. The larvae are dark
and smooth ; they construct a short tunnel in the stem, in which
they rest during the day time. At night they leave the tunnel
and feed on the bark surrounding the entrance hole, underneath
a web which they construct of silk, macerated bark and
excrement. Pupation takes place in the bore, without the
formation of a cocoon. The pupa is long and slender; the
abdominal segments are flexible and armed with hooks, by
means of which the pupa can move freely in the tunnel. The
winter is spent in the larval stage.

The sexes can be distinguished by the antennae, which are
bipectinate in the male : the female is usually larger and paler
in colour than the male.

Several members of this family are pests, as they feed on
the bark of fruit and other useful trees. The most serious,
however, are those species that attack tea, of which Arbela
dea is the most important. This moth annually causes
damage to tea in India, and no satisfactory means of dealing
with it has yet been discovered.

ARGYROTYPIDJE.
Hind -wing with vein 8 free or connected to the cell by a bar;
vein Ic present; fore-wing with vein Ic absent; frenulum
present; proboscis absent.
This family contains but three species, two from Mada-
gascar and one from Chili. They are moths of moderate
size, with slender bodies and pectinate antennae. The
life-history is unknown, and the moths have no economic
importance.